Newsletter

Term 11 Week 7, Friday 13th March 2026

Annunciation Catholic Primary School promotes the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all students.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Why School Attendance Matters

A ]
Regular school attendance is one of the most important factors in a child’s learning and
overall development. When students attend school consistently, they have greater
opportunities to build knowledge, develop friendships, and feel connected to their
school community. Research consistently shows that even small amounts of missed
school time can have a significant impact on a child’s learning and wellbeing.

Evidence from the Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership and the
Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority highlights that students
who attend school regularly are far more likely to achieve strong academic outcomes.
Data from the Australian Education Research Organisation shows that students who
attend school 90% of the time or more perform significantly better in reading and
mathematics than students with lower attendance rates.

If a student is missing about one day of school every two weeks over the course of a
school year, this adds up to around four weeks of missed learning. Over the years of
primary school, this can equate to more than half a year of learning lost, making it
much harder for students to keep up with their peers.

Regular attendance is also strongly linked to students’ wellbeing and sense of
belonging. The Australian Department of Education notes that students who attend
school consistently are more likely to build positive relationships with teachers and
classmates, develop confidence, and participate in the full life of the school. Being
present each day helps students feel connected and supported within their learning
environment.

Good attendance habits formed in primary school also set the foundation for future
success. Studies show that students who attend school regularly are more likely to
complete secondary school and pursue further education or employment
opportunities.
Attendance
matters
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Families play a vital role in supporting strong attendance. Establishing regular morning routines,
planning holidays during school breaks, and encouraging children to attend school even when
they may feel reluctant all help reinforce the importance of learning every day.

Every school day offers valuable opportunities for growth, learning, and connection. When
students attend regularly, they are giving themselves the best possible chance to thrive both
academically and socially. Together, schools and families can work in partnership to ensure that
every child benefits from being present, engaged, and ready to learn each day.

To support accurate attendance records and student safety, parents and carers are asked
to notify the school of any absences before 9:15 am on the day. This can be done by calling
the school office, sending an email, or submitting the absence through the Audiri app. When
notifying the school, please provide a brief reason for the absence. All absences must be
recorded under specific categories such as illness, medical appointments, bereavement,
cultural reasons, or other approved circumstances.

We understand that children will occasionally be unwell, and in these situations, it is always best
for them to remain at home and recover. Where possible, families are encouraged to schedule
medical appointments before or after school hours, or during school holidays, and to plan family
holidays outside of the school term. These small steps help ensure that students are able to
attend school regularly and make the most of every learning opportunity.

Below are some Tips to help improve your child’s attendance taken from the Victorian
Government website:

Setting up good attendance patterns and addressing attendance issues promptly can lead to
future success and help your child feel more engaged and connected at school.
Here are some ideas which may assist you in supporting your child to attend school:

. Talk to your child about school and the importance of attending every day. You can ask them
how they feel about school, what interests them or if they are having any difficulties. Some
problems to look out for include:

o - bullying or cyberbullying
o - feelingisolated at school
o —disliking or feeling disconnected from the school culture or environment
- falling behind in schoolwork or feeling overwhelmed about keeping up
o - disliking school subjects, choice of subjects, or not feeling challenged by the work
o - finding relationships with teachers or other students at school difficult
o - competing demands on time, such as extracurricular activities
o - not feeling understood and fully accepted by peers or teachers
o - not experiencing cultural acknowledgement and understanding

« Encourage and celebrate good attendance habits with your child, including arriving at school
on time every day.

. Set a good example. Show them how you keep to your own commitments.

. Encourage your child to take on hobbies at school that they enjoy such as sports and clubs.
This will help them develop positive relationships outside of the classroom setting and can
help your child feel part of a group, important to the school, and more motivated.

« Help your child maintain daily routines such as finishing homework and getting a good night’s
sleep.

« Help them pack their school bag the night before with everything they need.

« Have a set time for breakfast.

. Plan for your child to meet with a friend so they can travel to school together.

Remember, every day counts. Act early if you are concerned about your child’s attendance and
contact their school to discuss how you can work together to support positive attendance.

o

Take care,
Anna



DATES TC NOTE FOCR THE NEXT FORTNIGHT:

Day/Date/Month

Monday 16" March:

Tuesday 17" March:
Thursday 19" March:

Friday 20™ March:

Wednesday 25" March:

Friday 27th March:

Event

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK
855 am: School Assembly (All welcome)

St Patrick’s Day - wear a touch of green
6:00 pm: Reconciliation at Annunciation Church

PE: Lacrosse Incursion
Yr 5 Cross Country Trials

Feast of the Annunciation
11:50 am: Mass (All welcome)

PE: Lacrosse Incursion
Newsletter Published




‘Parents and Friends will be organising an Easter Raffle
and are requesting donations to make up the hampers.
The raffle will be drawn on the last week of Term 1
Tickets are $1 each and a book of 10 has been sent home
with the eldest child this week.

If you require additional tickets, please see Naina in the
office.

Please see below donations that we are requesting.
Year Foundation/1: Biscuits, lollies, chocolates, Easter
condiments/food
(e.g. Easter Eggs/tarts etc)
Year 2/3: Kids art/craft, Easter activities
Year 4/5: Books, toys/stationery items

Year 5/6: Homewares/decorations

Of course, any donations you may want to make will be

please check the use by dates.

gratefully accepted. If you send in a donation of food, 7=




STUDENT AWARDS

A huge well done to all the students pictured below who have been awarded Student of the Week
over the past fortnight! ;8
These incredible learners have been recognised by their teachers for their positive mindset,
kindness, dedication, and hard work—along with many other fantastic qualities!

We are so proud of their efforts and the way they contribute to our school community.
Keep up the amazing work, and let’s continue to inspire each other every day!

PRINCIPAL’'S AWARD

A huge congratulations to = 3

these outstanding students ig"" "

for receiving the Principal’s
Award! &

N
\

They have shown an
incredible attitude and have
gone above and beyond to
support our school
community. Their kindness,
generosity, and
commitment to our school
values truly make a
difference.

Well done! We are so proud
of youl!

ANNUNCIATION PRIMARY SCHOOL A reed



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2026 YEAR 6 SCHOOL LEADERS

We are delighted to congratulate our Year 6 School Leaders for 2026. Students interested
in leadership submitted a written application to Mrs Yorston and were then interviewed by
Mrs Yorston and Ms Vassallo. During the interview process, students spoke about their
leadership skills, shared examples of how they demonstrate our school values, and
reflected on the qualities and dispositions needed to be an effective leader in our
community.

Our newly appointed leaders were formally presented with their badges at our recent

school assembly. Since then, they have already demonstrated wonderful initiative and

responsibility—conducting school tours, supporting younger students in the yard, and
beginning to organise an upcoming fundraiser.

We are incredibly proud of these students for the way they have embraced their roles and
the positive example they are setting for others. We look forward to working alongside
them throughout the year as we continue to make our school an even greater place for

everyone.

School Leaders: Max, Jonathan, Rebecca & Bella
Sports Leaders: Georgia & Cooper
Social Justice Leaders: Archer & Ines




VACPSP PRINCIPALS’' CONFERENCE - NOURISH YOUR PURPOSE
B

1 VACPSP

Wiraran Assocanon Catkolic Frimary Sckood Princepals Erc

Later this month, (March 24-27) I will be attending the bi-annual conference hosted by the
Victorian Association of Catholic Primary School Principals (VACPSP), which will be held in the
beautiful coastal town of Lorne. This year’s conference theme, “Nourish Your Purpose,” promises
to be a meaningful opportunity for reflection, professional learning, and connection with fellow
Catholic primary school leaders from across Victoria.

The three-day conference is thoughtfully structured around three key areas of leadership. Day
One - Nourishing the Principal focuses on personal and professional growth, encouraging
principals to reflect on their leadership journey and strengthen their capacity to lead with clarity
and purpose. Day Two — Nourishing the Student will explore contemporary thinking around
understanding young people and building inclusive school communities where every student
feels valued and supported. Day Three — Nourishing the Team will focus on the importance of
collaboration and the development of strong, high-performing teams within our school
communities.

Across the conference, a number of guest speakers will share insights and practical strategies
to support principals in their important role. Principals will deepen their understanding of how
faith can be lived and expressed in contemporary life, strengthening pastoral leadership so that
it remains meaningful and relevant within our communities. There will also be opportunities to
engage with current thinking and frameworks around working with young people,
strengthening connections with families, and fostering a strong sense of community within our
schools.

Another important aspect of the conference is the opportunity to explore the dynamics of high-
performing teams. Through discussion and shared learning, principals will gain practical insights
into building collaborative cultures that are effective, unified and aligned with the mission of
Catholic education.

I am particularly looking forward to the opportunity to network and collaborate with other
principals. These professional connections allow us to share ideas, reflect on best practice, and
continue learning from one another so that we can bring new insights back to our school
communities.

I look forward to sharing some of the key learnings from the conference with staff and our
wider community when I return. Opportunities such as this are invaluable in supporting school
leaders to continue growing so that we can best support our students, staff and families. During
my absence, Ms Vassallo will be taking on the role of Acting Principal, and I am confident that
our school community will offer her their full support during this time.

ANNUNCIATION PRIMARY SCHOOL /ﬁ\m
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for CARITAS.

Students have been bringing in
their own coins and placing their
money in the classroom’s Project

Compassion box.

Over the past two weeks we
have raised another $77.75 cents!

That now gives us a total of

Thank you so much for all your
support.

Let’s see how much more we
can raise over the next two
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CELEBRATING ST PATRICK’S DAY
* ok,

* On Tuesday 17th March, we will acknowledge St Patrick’s Day, an important day in the
¥« _ Catholic tradition that honours St Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland. St Patrick is
emembered for his deep faith and his mission of sharing the message of God’s love
with others. His life reminds us of the importance of courage, faith and spreading
kindness in our communities—values that are central to our identity as a Catholic
school.

As a school community, we will mark the day by inviting students to wear a splash of
green. Students are still required to wear their full school uniform, but they are
welcome to add a small touch of green such as a ribbon, socks, hair accessory or
other simple item.

This will be a wonderful opportunity to recognise the legacy of St Patrick and to
celebrate the faith, traditions and joy that are part of our Catholic community.

%Ws"
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NAPLAN UPDATE

This week, students across Australia experienced interruptions during the NAPLAN online
assessments due to technical issues affecting the national testing platform. Unfortunately, our
students were also impacted by these disruptions while completing some of their scheduled
tests.

Following the advice of Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA),
the school has adjusted and rescheduled parts of our NAPLAN timetable to ensure that all
students have the opportunity to complete their assessments in a fair and supportive
environment.

We would like to acknowledge how calm, patient and cooperative our students were during
these unexpected interruptions. They demonstrated great resilience and maturity while staff
worked to follow the guidance provided and reorganise the testing sessions.

We appreciate the support and understanding of our families as we continue to work through
the updated schedule.

ANNUNCIATION PRIMARY SCHOOL dx '
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YEARS 3-6 LIFE SAVING EXCURSION - ALTONA BEACH

sently, our students in Yea icipated in an exciting and educational Life Saving excursio
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In Religion, the Year 5/6 students have been thinking about how we can make a positive difference
in our community. As a result of this, we are having a fundraiser at our school on Monday the 30th
of March to raise money for Project Compassion.

On this day, students and staff could wear their pyjamas to school in exchange for a gold coin
donation We believe this would be a fun way for our school community to come together and
raise money for a good cause during Lent.

Here are some of the expectations we suggest for the day:
« Bring a gold coin donation to participate.
« Continue with our normal learning throughout the day.
« Wear appropriate pyjamas and footwear that are suitable for school and comfortable for
learning.
« Keep a neat and respectful appearance.

"I



‘Catholic Education Week

Catholic Education Week
15-22 March 2026

Catholic Education Week will be celebrated in Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne
from 15-22 March 2026.

This annual event is held to promote the special ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight the
great things that take place in Catholic schools everyday.
The theme for this year’s celebrations is,

“Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of Saint Patrick”.

This year’s theme celebrates the significance of Saint Patrick, the patron saint of our local Church in
Melbourne. Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, our mother Church, is named after the saint of Ireland.

Catholic Education Week is an opportunity for all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne

to celebrate their Catholic identity, the pivotal role they play within their local community and the
strength of the sector.

Catholic education strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our schools and in the wider

community by challenging young people to live out the message of Jesus and walk the way of the
gospel to reach their full potential as compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society.

There are 335 Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne that educate around 150,000

students and employ more than 20,000 teachers and staff, and most will celebrate Catholic
Education Week in some way.

1| Catholic Education Week 2026: School and Parish Bulletin MAK\



GARDENING CLUB

Amazing work Annunciation! Zooper Dooper Tuesday raised an impressive $171 for garden
club to help purchase our winter crop of veggies, new plants for the garden and crafting
activities.

Over the last few weeks students have helped to clear the garden and turn the soil ready for
the new crop as well as build and install our new resident scarecrow. She is yet to get a name,
students will help pick a name this week.

A big thanks to Alice M for creating her beautiful face out of felt.
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CLASSROOM CUISINE - Term 1

Classroom Cuisine has updated their menu for Term 1. They have added a Wrap with Chicken,
Mayonnaise & Salad and Prawn Rice Paper Rolls. We are committed to supporting local Victorian
producers and businesses. Their subsequent courses now include an ANZAC biscuit and Yo Yo
biscuit from the Red Hill Cookie Co, and Dried Pineapple Pieces from Peels, which are absolutely

delicious!

a{, Healthy, Interesting and Affordable Lunch Packs, Delivered to School
Cl@ssmom »n ANNUNCIATION - Term 1, 2026 - Wednesday!

. LAt wLomau |

Order until 8:30am on the day!

2 Course Lunch Pack from $6.45!

ChooseaMain Courseitem,thenselect 1 or2ltemsfromtheSnack/DrinkMenutomakeupa2or3CourselLunchPack

Main Course Menu 2Course 3 Course
BREBRY -All items freshly baked this morning!

Cheese & Vegemite Scroll (V) $6.45 $8.95
Savoury Bite 'Little Frank' Roll $6.45 $8.95
Topped with Only Cheese Roll (V) $6.45 $8.95
Cheese & Bacon Roll $7.45 $9.95
Scroll with Ham & Cheese $9.95 $12.85
Frankfurt 'in a blanket' with Sauce & Cheese (2) $10.95 $13.65

PI1ZZA / SAUSAGE ROLLS / GOZLEME / PASTIZZI / QUESADILLA /
PUFF PARCELS -SERVED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE!

Ricotta & Spinach Pastizzi (2) (V) $7.45 $9.95

Margherita Pizza TWIST(V) $8.95 $11.45
Sausage Roll with Sauce $8.95 $1.45
Margherita PITA Pizza (V) $8.95 $11.45
Quesadilla (Chicken) served with Sour Cream (H) $10.95 $13.65
Tandoori Chicken Puff Parcel with Mango Chutney (H) $10.95 $13.65
Ham & Pineapple Pizza Slice $10.95 $13.65
BBQ Chicken Pizza (H) $10.95 $13.65
Lamb & Beef Gozleme (H) $13.45 $15.45
Mushroom & Spinach Gozleme (Vg) $13.45 $15.45
Spinach & Cheese Gozleme (V) $13.45 $15.45

SUSHI HAND ROLLS (2pc) -Soy Sauce (GF) Provided

Teriyaki Chicken Hand Rolls (H) $12.30 $14.80
Crispy Chicken (Schnitzel) Hand Rolls (H) $12.30 $14.80
Cooked Tuna Hand Rolls (GF) $12.30 $14.80
Avocado Hand Rolls (GF, Vg) $12.30 $14.80
Cucumber Hand Rolls (GF, Vg) $12.30 $14.80
Vegetarian Hand Rolls (GF, Vg) $12.30 $14.80
Tofu Hand Rolls (GF, V) $12.30 $14.80

RICE PAPER ROLLS (2pc) -(Wednesday, Thursday & Friday only)

Chicken Rice Paper Rolls (GF, H) $13.45 $15.45
Prawn Rice Paper Rolls (GF, H) $13.45 $15.45
Vegetarian Rice Paper Rolls (GF, Vg) $13.45 $15.45

SANDWICHES/ ROLLS/WRAPS/SOFTSHELL TACOS

Strawberry Jam Sandwich (1.5) (Vg) $7.45 $9.95
VegemiteSandwich (2) (vg) $11.45
Soft Shell Chicken Taco with Salsa, Cheese & Salad (2) $895 $12.85
Plain Cheese Sandwich (2) (V) $12.85
. $9.95
Simple Salad Roll (Vg) $12.85
$9.95
Cheese & Salad Roll (V) $9.05 $13.65
Wholegrain Ham & Cheese Sandwich (1.5) $1(‘) o5 $13.65
Roast Beef, Chutney, Cheese & Lettuce Roll : $13.75

Turkey, Cranberry, Lettuce & Cheese Sandwich (1.5) $10.95 $13.75

Mild Salami & Salad Roll :ﬂgg $1375
Wrap with Chicken, Mayonnaise & Salad (H) $11'50 $14.95
$12.75

SALADS / PICNIC BOXES / POKE BOWLS

Fresh Fruit Salad -Main Course Size (GF, Vg) $11.50 $13.75
Ham Picnic Box (GF) $11.50 $13.75
Vegetarian Picnic Box (GF, V) $11.50 $13.75
Greek Style Salad with Feta & Olives (GF, V) $12.75 $14.95
Mexican Inspired Salad with Corn Chips (GF, Vg) $12.75 $14.95
Tortellini Pasta Salad (V) (Wednesday, Thursday & Friday only) $12.75 $14.95
Poke Bow! with Teriyaki Chicken (H) $13.45 $15.45

GF SANDWICHES & WRAPS

GF Ham & Cheese Sandwich (1.5) $10.95 $13.65
GF Cucumber & Ham Sandwich (1.5) $10.95 $13.65
GF Wrap -Ham & Salad $12.75 $14.95

GF = GlutenFree,DF= Dairy Free,H=Halal, V= Vegetarian,Vg= Vegan

Snack/Drink Menu

FRESH FRUIT&VEGETABLES Apple pieces,
Lemon juice, Cinnamon & Brown Sugar
Fresh Fruit Combo Freshly Chopped
Orange Segments Freshly Chopped
Watermelon Pieces

Whole Fruit -Apple

Whole Fruit -Banana

Bag of Grapes

Carrot, Cucumber, Red & Yellow Capsicum
Cherry Tomatoes, Tasty Cheese & Rice Crackers
Corn Wheels & Lightly Steamed Broccoli
Edamame (Lightly Salted)

BAKERY -SWEET

ANZAC Biscuit

Choc Chip Cookie
Cinnamon Doughnut
Cornflake Cookie

Finger Bun with Sprinkles
Hot Cross Bun

Lamington

Blueberry Muffin

Carrot Cup Cake (GF/DF/Vg)
Choc Cup Cake (GF/DF/Vg)
Jam Drop Biscuit (GF)
YoYoBiscuit

SUSHI
Tpc Tuna Sushi (GF)

POPCORN / HARVEST SNAPS
Popcorn -Slightly Sweet, Lightly Salted
Popcorn -Lightly Salted

Harvest Snaps (GF/DF/Vg)

DRIED FRUIT / LEGUMES
Lime & Black Pepper Chickpeas
Roasted Chickpeas

Balsamic & Sea Salt Fava Beans
Dried Pineapple Pieces by “Peels”

DIPS WITH MINI RICE CAKES / CORN CHIPS

Avocado Dip with Mini Rice Cakes

Spicy CapsicumDip with Mini Rice Cakes
Spring Onion Dip with Mini Rice Cakes
TzatzikiDip with Mini Rice Cakes

Corn Chips with Salsa (GF)

YOGHURTS / BOWLS / CUPS

Raspberry Jelly Cup

Strawberry Yoghurt (Dairy Farmers)

Vanilla Yoghurt (Dairy Farmers)

Chia Bowl with Banana, Coconut & Strawberries
Stewed Rhubarb and Apple with Custard

DRINKS

Apple Juice (Nippy's) Included

Orange Juice (Nippy's) ~ Included

Chocolate Milk (Nippy's) :”C:“jeg
i nclude

Strawberry Milk (Nippy's) Included

Full Cream Milk

Descriptions, dietary and allergen information available on our website.

ANNUNCIATION PRIMARY SCHOOL

www.classroomcuisine.com.au
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WESTERN BULLDOGS SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM

Western Bulldogs School Holiday Program — Registrations Open!

Looking for a fun and active way to keep the kids moving these school holidays? The Western
Bulldogs School Holiday Program is packed with exciting games, footy skill sessions, and teamwork
activities designed to help kids build confidence, make new friends, and enjoy the game.

Open to boys and girls aged 4-12, the program welcomes all abilities and experience levels -
whether your child is new to footy or already loves the game.

Location: Mission Whitten Oval, Footscray

Dates: Friday 10 & 17 April, 9am-3pm

Give your child a memorable school holiday experience with the Bulldogs!
Register here:

https://play.afl/club-finder-map?formats=holiday_programs&orgId=0ca3ed80-4d11-40bf-
b4c4-4b9b740f8al4

HOLI DAY
PROGRAMS

Sharpen your footy skills at one of our School Holiday Programs
Suitable for kids aged 4-12.

MISSION WHITTEN OVAL, FOOTSCRAY
FRIDAY. 10 & 17 APRIL

SCANTO
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SCHOOL HOLIDAY LANARD COPELAND BASKETBALL CAMP

Leaves are falling... and so are buckets this Autumn!
Level up your skills and your Autumn with Lanard Copeland at the Autumn Holiday Basketball
Camp!

Early-bird bookings made before 27th March 2026 will go into the draw to win a 3-in-1
Games Table!!!

This autumn, stay active on the court! Our Autumn Basketball Camp welcomes players of all skill
levels, and no previous experience is required. Children are grouped by age so everyone can learn
and play comfortably. Players will build confidence while developing the fundamental skills of
basketball — shooting, defense, and ball-handling. Led by our experienced coaches, each session is
packed with fun drills, exciting games, and plenty of teamwork in a supportive and inclusive
environment.

The Camp is a 2 day event running on:

Wednesday 08th April 2026: 9:00am - 3:00pm

Thursday 09th April 2026: 9:00am - 3:00pm

Please note your ticket is valid for BOTH days.

Price: $170.00 per participant

Ages: 5 - 14 years

Please bring: Lunch, water, a basketball and some snacks!

There will be prizes and giveaways over the course of the camp and the Canteen will also be open
so bring some money with you for a treat!

Spots go fast — don't miss your shot!
Register now and bring the energy these school holidays! Registration link:

https://altonasportscentre.com.au/event/2026-lanard-copeland-autumn-holiday-
basketball-camp/

**Disclaimer: Tickets are for both days only, no single day tickets available. All coaches and staff

aged 18+ hold current WWCC ***
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Outside School Hours Care

Newsletter

Annunciation OSHC - Brooklyn

Term1 Friendly Reminder!

A message from the team Please ensure that when your

child attends the after-school care
We recently held our first Pupil Free Day of the year on 10 March 2026. The day was
attended by seven educators, who supported the children throughout the activities. program, they have a hat in their

The children enjoyed a fun and engaging day, participating in a variety of activities. Some bag. Sunscreen will be provided,

spent time making colourful loom bands, with students designing colourful bracelets and
sharing their creations with friends, others enjoyed playing board games, some children
enjoyed expressing their creativity through watercolor painting and a group of children
even took the initiative to organize their own talent show.

or children may use their own.

Thank you to all the students and families who participated in the Pupil-Free Day
program. Your support isgreatly appreciated.

SUGGESTION
BOX

Your feedback matters!
We've setup a suggestions box
near the sign-in/out ipad
station. Grab a form and share
your thoughts with us and let
us know how we can improve

our service.
Term Dates
Anna Pitcher
Before and After School Care Coordinator Term 1 concludes at 1 PM

After School Care will be
available from 1 PM.

Make a booking!
Experience the fun of MACSEYE's OSHC program at Annunciation OSHC - Brooklyn today! Call our friendly team: 0490 222 097
or 1300 501 029 Visit us: OSHC Brooklyn Before School Care 7:00 AM —9:00 AM, After School Care 3:25 — 6:00 PM Email:

enrolments@macseye.vic.edu.au | Website: www. macseye.vic.edu.au



	Below are some Tips to help improve your child’s attendance taken from the Victorian Government website:
	Dates to note for the next fortnight:
	EASTER RAFFLE
	Parents and Friends will be organising an Easter Raffle and are requesting donations to make up the hampers.


	STUDENT AWARDS
	A huge well done to all the students pictured below who have been awarded Student of the Week over the past fortnight! 🎉👏 These incredible learners have been recognised by their teachers for their positive mindset, kindness, dedication, and hard work—along with many other fantastic qualities!
	We are so proud of their efforts and the way they contribute to our school community. Keep up the amazing work, and let’s continue to inspire each other every day!
	A huge congratulations to these outstanding students for receiving the Principal’s Award! 🎉👏
	They have shown an incredible attitude and have gone above and beyond to support our school community. Their kindness, generosity, and commitment to our school values truly make a difference.
	Well done! We are so proud of you!

	PRINCIPAL’S AWARD
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	CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2026 YEAR 6 SCHOOL LEADERS

	School Leaders: Max, Jonathan, Rebecca & Bella    Sports Leaders: Georgia & Cooper   Social Justice Leaders: Archer & Ines
	We continue to support communities in Australia and overseas through our donations for CARITAS.
	Students have been bringing in their own coins and placing their money in the classroom’s Project  Compassion box.
	That now gives us a total of $183.75c
	Thank you so much for all your support.
	Let’s see how much more we can raise over the next two  weeks!!!
	CELEBRATING ST PATRICK’S DAY
	On Tuesday 17th March, we will acknowledge St Patrick’s Day, an important day in the Catholic tradition that honours St Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland. St Patrick is remembered for his deep faith and his mission of sharing the message of God’s love with others. His life reminds us of the importance of courage, faith and spreading kindness in our communities—values that are central to our identity as a Catholic school.
	As a school community, we will mark the day by inviting students to wear a splash of green. Students are still required to wear their full school uniform, but they are welcome to add a small touch of green such as a ribbon, socks, hair accessory or other simple item.
	This will be a wonderful opportunity to recognise the legacy of St Patrick and to celebrate the faith, traditions and joy that are part of our Catholic community. 🍀

	NAPLAN UPDATE
	This week, students across Australia experienced interruptions during the NAPLAN online assessments due to technical issues affecting the national testing platform. Unfortunately, our students were also impacted by these disruptions while completing some of their scheduled tests.
	Following the advice of Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), the school has adjusted and rescheduled parts of our NAPLAN timetable to ensure that all students have the opportunity to complete their assessments in a fair and supportive environment.
	We would like to acknowledge how calm, patient and cooperative our students were during these unexpected interruptions. They demonstrated great resilience and maturity while staff worked to follow the guidance provided and reorganise the testing sessions.
	We appreciate the support and understanding of our families as we continue to work through the updated schedule.
	ANNUNCIATION PRIMARY SCHOOL

	In Religion, the Year 5/6 students have been thinking about how we can make a positive difference in our community. As a result of this, we are having a fundraiser at our school on Monday the 30th of March to raise money for Project Compassion.
	On this day, students and staff could wear their pyjamas to school in exchange for a gold coin donation. We believe this would be a fun way for our school community to come together and raise money for a good cause during Lent.
	Here are some of the expectations we suggest for the day:
	Bring a gold coin donation to participate.
	Continue with our normal learning throughout the day.
	Wear appropriate pyjamas and footwear that are suitable for school and comfortable for learning.
	Keep a neat and respectful appearance.
	Catholic Education Week
	Catholic Education Week  15-22 March 2026
	Catholic Education Week will be celebrated in Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne from 15-22 March 2026.  This annual event is held to promote the special ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight the  great things that take place in Catholic schools everyday.  The theme for this year’s celebrations is,
	“Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of Saint Patrick”.
	This year’s theme celebrates the significance of Saint Patrick, the patron saint of our local Church in Melbourne. Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, our mother Church, is named after the saint of Ireland.  Catholic Education Week is an opportunity for all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne  to celebrate their Catholic identity, the pivotal role they play within their local community and the  strength of the sector.  Catholic education strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our schools and in the wider  community by challenging young people to live out the message of Jesus and walk the way of the  gospel to reach their full potential as compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society.  There are 335 Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne that educate around 150,000  students and employ more than 20,000 teachers and staff, and most will celebrate Catholic  Education Week in some way.

	GARDENING CLUB
	STUDENT OF THE WEEK AWARDS
	Amazing work Annunciation! Zooper Dooper Tuesday raised an impressive $171 for garden club to help purchase our winter crop of veggies, new plants for the garden and crafting activities.
	Over the last few weeks students have helped to clear the garden and turn the soil ready for the new crop as well as build and install our new resident scarecrow. She is yet to get a name, students will help pick a name this week.   A big thanks to Alice M for creating her beautiful face out of felt.
	Congratulations to all of these students pictured below.
	They each received a student of the week award in Week 3 and 4 of Term 4.
	These students have been recognised by their classroom teachers for having a positive mindset, being kind, working hard in class and a variety of other great reasons.
	Amazing work Annunciation! Zooper Dooper Tuesday raised an impressive $171 for garden club to help purchase our winter crop of veggies, new plants for the garden and crafting activities.
	Over the last few weeks students have helped to clear the garden and turn the soil ready for the new crop as well as build and install our new resident scarecrow. She is yet to get a name, students will help pick a name this week. A big thanks to Alice M for creating her beautiful face out of felt.



	GARDEN CLUB
	CLASSROOM CUISINE - Term 1
	Classroom Cuisine has updated their menu for Term 1.  They have added a Wrap with Chicken, Mayonnaise & Salad and Prawn Rice Paper Rolls. We are committed to supporting local Victorian producers and businesses. Their subsequent courses now include an ANZAC biscuit and Yo Yo biscuit from the Red Hill Cookie Co., and Dried Pineapple Pieces from Peels, which are absolutely delicious!
	Healthy, Interesting and Affordable Lunch Packs, Delivered to School ANNUNCIATION - Term 1, 2026 - Wednesday!
	Order until 8:30am on the day!
	2 Course Lunch Pack from $6.45!
	ChooseaMain Courseitem,thenselect 1 or2ItemsfromtheSnack/DrinkMenutomakeupa2or3CourseLunchPack
	Snack/Drink Menu
	Main Course Menu
	SANDWICHES/ ROLLS/WRAPS/SOFTSHELL TACOS
	YOGHURTS / BOWLS / CUPS



	ANNUNCIATION PRIMARY SCHOOL
	ANNUNCIATION PRIMARY SCHOOL
	ANNUNCIATION PRIMARY SCHOOL

	WESTERN BULLDOGS SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM
	Western Bulldogs School Holiday Program – Registrations Open!
	Register here: https://play.afl/club-finder-map?formats=holiday_programs&orgId=0ca3ed80-4d11-40bf-b4c4-4b9b740f8a14

	SCHOOL HOLIDAY LANARD COPELAND BASKETBALL CAMP
	Early-bird bookings made before 27th March 2026 will go into the draw to win a 3-in-1 Games Table!!!

	Annunciation OSHC - Brooklyn  Term1 A message from the team
	Friendly Reminder!
	We recently held our first Pupil Free Day of the year on 10 March 2026. The day was attended by seven educators, who supported the children throughout the activities.
	The children enjoyed a fun and engaging day, participating in a variety of activities. Some  spent time making colourful loom bands, with students designing colourful bracelets and  sharing their creations with friends, others enjoyed playing board games, some children  enjoyed expressing their creativity through watercolor painting and a group of children  even took the initiative to organize their own talent show.
	Your feedback matters!
	We’ve setup a suggestions box near the sign-in/out ipad station. Grab a form and share your thoughts with us and let us know how we can improve our service.
	Thank you to all the students and families who participated in the Pupil-Free Day  program. Your support isgreatly appreciated.
	Term Dates  Term 1 concludes at 1 PM After School Care will be available from 1 PM.
	Anna Pitcher Before and After School Care Coordinator
	Make a booking!  Experience the fun of MACSEYE's OSHC program at Annunciation OSHC - Brooklyn today! Call our friendly team: 0490 222 097 or 1300 501 029 Visit us: OSHC Brooklyn Before School Care 7:00 AM – 9:00 AM, After School Care 3:25 – 6:00 PM Email: enrolments@macseye.vic.edu.au | Website: www. macseye.vic.edu.au



